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 6  detonate to explode a 
bomb 

 7  demonstration the 
showing of

 16  retaliation the act of 
fighting back against 
someone’s attack

 20  disarmament the 
process of getting rid of 
weapons

 25  collapse to fall down; to 
stop existing

 26  deter to stop; to try and 
prevent 

 35  elimination complete 
removal
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O n August 6, 1945 during World War II, the USA dropped 
two atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. They instantly destroyed over 50,000 

buildings and killed about 80,000 people. Japan surrendered, and the 
war was over. Nuclear weapons have not been used in war again 
although over 2,000 bombs have been detonated for test and 
demonstration purposes.

Nuclear weapons are extremely powerful. Unlike other bombs, 
they were designed to destroy entire cities rather than just enemy 
weapons. Defenders of the use of nuclear weapons argue that those 
two bombs saved many tens of thousands of soldiers’ lives by ending 
the war so quickly although many historians say that Japan was 
almost defeated already, and the bombs were not necessary. After 
the war the Soviet Union, formerly Russia, and the USA made many 
thousands of nuclear weapons each. This was the Cold War, where 
neither country dared to attack the other for fear of retaliation 
with nuclear weapons. 

In the 1980s the number of nuclear weapons made by the USA 
and the Soviet Union increased rapidly, and people became afraid of 
an “accidental” nuclear war. This led to the nuclear disarmament 
movement, where millions of people marched on the streets to 
demonstrate against nuclear weapons. At various times world 
leaders made joint promises to reduce the number of nuclear 
weapons they have. 

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold 
War, the idea of having nuclear weapons to deter other countries 
has become less effective. The USA and Russia have each promised 
to further reduce the numbers of bombs they have. The great fear 
today is not so much the threat that countries will use nuclear 
weapons in a war. It is the technology to make these weapons that 
will fall into the hands of terrorists. Terrorist groups are not 

                                          countries and will not be deterred by 
                                        their opponents possessing nuclear 
                                         weapons. 
                                             The reduction or elimination of 
                                         nuclear weapons is still one of the most 
                                          important issues that the world faces 

     today.
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UNIT 32
Vocabulary Review

 Choose the word or phrase with the same meaning.

 1. Japan admitted defeat after the bombing.

  a. was destroyed b.  surrendered   c.  was deterred     d.  detonated

 2. The USSR and USA were both afraid of the other’s fighting back if attacked.

  a. disarmament  b.  demonstration   c.  collapse    d.  retaliation

 3. Today terrorists are a greater danger than enemy countries.

  a. threat      b.  issue       c.  fear    d.  technology

Reading Comprehension
 Choose the best answer.

 1. How many atomic bombs were dropped on Japan during World War II?

  a. Two   b.  Fifty c.  Eighty    d.  Two thousand

 2. What were nuclear weapons designed to do?

  a. To destroy cities     b.  To destroy enemy weapons  
  c.  To save soldiers’ lives    d.  To stop terrorism

 3. How do supporters of nuclear weapons justify their use against Japan?

  a. The bombs killed many thousands of Japanese civilians. 
  b.  The bombs killed many thousands of Japanese soldiers.
  c.  The bombs ended the war sooner than expected.
  d.  The bombs had to be tested.

 4. What are the USSR and USA doing about nuclear weapons now?

  a. They have destroyed all their nuclear weapons.
  b.  They are increasing the number of nuclear weapons they have.
  c.  They are reducing the number of nuclear weapons they have.
  d.  They are selling their nuclear weapons to terrorists.

Summary
 Fill in each blank with the correct word.

 ability              deterrent              effective              issue              relations       

The 1__________ of nuclear weapons continues to play a major role in international 

2__________. Such weapons have the 3__________ to destroy all civilization. 

They are often defended as a(n) 4_________ against war, but this argument is less 

5__________ against the fear that terrorists may use them one day.  




