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Unit 1 Movie Directors
   What do you remember most when you see a movie? Perhaps you remember the actress who played the leading role. Perhaps it is the special effects. Filmmaking is a cooperative process. Many people make decisions. The most important person is the director.

   A film director has many jobs. He decides how the film will look. Will it be dark or filled with bright colors? He controls the pace of the story. He helps the actors become their characters. Most importantly, he makes sure that all the ideas come together to make a great movie.

   Some directors have a style that can be seen in all of their movies. Steven Spielberg is famous for the cross between comedy and action. This is seen in movies like Raiders of the Lost Ark. Alfred Hitchcock created exciting expectations by cutting back and forth between images.

   Some directors add to the film industry and entertainment as a whole. James Cameron, the director of Titanic and Avatar, established new film techniques. They are now used by everyone. He made 3D popular again.
Unit 2 The Rise of American Idol
   American Idol is the most popular show in America. It has been #1 more often than any show in history. It has made reality television the most common style of television today.

   American Idol is a singing contest. Judges choose a group of contestants. They give advice to the hopeful stars. The thing that moved the show to the top was audience voting. Judges don’t decide who the winner is. Viewers vote for their favorite singers by phone. The singer with the least votes leaves. 

   The program was first tried in England. There, it was called Pop Idol. Its first season in the United States was in 2002. The show was cheap to produce, and it became an overnight smash. A lot of money came from commercials. Many other reality contests popped up, copying it. 

   American Idol’s winners, like Kelly Clarkson and Carrie Underwood, became huge pop stars. Even some losers have gone on to fame and fortune. With the least votes, Jennifer

Hudson finished 7th but later won an Oscar.
Unit 3 George Gershwin and the American Musical
   George Gershwin displayed his greatness when he created the tunes for many American musicals. Despite his talent, it was not a lone effort. His brother, Ira, deserves credit for adding lyrics to many of the clever songs. They were a distinctive pair.

   George was born in 1898 in New York. His parents were Russian. They bought a piano when George was 12. He started piano lessons at 13. At 15, he was playing in music stores. Soon, he was making his own music.

   George wrote songs for orchestras, movies, and musicals. Notable works with his songs were Oh, Kay! and Funny Face starring Fred Astaire. Of Thee I Sing was the first musical to win the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1932. Sadly, George died at just 38 from a brain tumor.

   He is still thought of as one of America’s best composers. In 2006, he became a member of the Long Island Music Hall of Fame. New York even has a theater named for him.
Unit 4 The Modern Sculpture of Rodin
   Auguste Rodin (1840-1917) was a French sculptor. Many people hired him to make sculptures. He was very successful.

   To make his sculptures, Rodin would first make a clay model. Next, he would make a mold using plaster. Then, a wax mold was used to make a ceramic mold. Finally, he poured bronze into the ceramic mold.

   His first major work was so realistic; people thought he used a real person instead of a clay model. In 1880, he started making a sculpture with the frightful name The Gates of Hell. He worked on it occasionally until he died. The Gates of Hell was so big that he had to make other sculptures to help him complete it. The Thinker, Rodin’s most famous piece, was one of these sculptures. It was exhibited to extremely large crowds, who really liked it.

   Today, people still like Rodin’s art. He made over 6,000 sculptures. In 2008, someone bought one for $18.9 million. In museums around the world, you can still see his work.
Unit 5 The First Modern American Football Game
    The first game of American football was played on November 6, 1869. It was played between two colleges called Princeton and Rutgers. The game was played in New Brunswick, New Jersey, where the Rutgers gymnasium now stands. The game was originally very much like the sport of rugby.

   Because the game was played at Rutgers, players gracefully competed using Rutgers’ rules. The two teams played against each other. They each had 25 men of large frames on either side. The side which first reached six goals would win the game. Rutgers won this entertaining game. There was never a dull moment.

   The two teams played a rematch a week later. This game took place at Princeton. This time, Princeton was awarded the victory with a score of eight goals. Rutgers scored nothing in the rematch game. 

   In the next season, Columbia University also began to play American football. Most other colleges in the East followed soon after. The game’s future has been definite ever since.

Unit 6 The History of Ping Pong 
    Ping pong started in the 1880s in England. It is frequently called table tennis. It began as after-dinner entertainment. People sometimes played the game at parties. This was because it was sometimes too cold to play tennis.

   At first, ordinary objects were used to play the game. Some people used books for the net. They used cigar boxes for paddles. Bottle corks or golf balls were hit from one end of the table to the other. Then a man excited about ping pong discovered something. The balls could be made of plastic! They were low in weight, small, and bouncy. Better nets were eventually developed as well. It was found that paddles made of rubber helped players. The paddles added speed when players hit the ball.

   Over the years, ping pong has gained in popularity. It is one of the most identifiable sports in the world. In fact, it is now recognized as an Olympic sport. In China, some players are as famous as well-known movie stars!
Unit 7 Ocean Currents Spread the Warmth
   People from around the world absolutely enjoy the beautiful ocean. It is calm and peaceful, but also powerful. Wind and heat create currents that travel like rivers through the ocean. These currents strongly affect the weather.

   The sun is also vital to the weather. The sun warms the ocean’s water. When the water absorbs the warmth, it begins to spread to colder regions. The wind helps to push the warm water. One important current is the Gulf Stream. It brings warm water from the Gulf of Mexico to Europe. This warm water warms the air. Without it, Europe would be much colder.

   Actually, ocean currents also cause rain. Warm water changes form and creates massive clouds. The clouds produce rain. Warm water can also make storms stronger. When a storm meets warm water in the ocean, it becomes stronger.

   Heat is an important part of ocean currents and weather. The ocean spreads out the sun’s heat. When the ocean distributes heat, it greatly influences the weather.
Unit 8 The Amazing World of Coral Reefs
    Coral reefs are amazing worlds. Many of them are home to different kinds of marine life. Corals are among the simplest forms of life. For thousands of years, scientists thought they were only colorful underwater plants. However, scientists have realized that corals are small animals. They have solid external skeletons. There are a few large reefs like the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. They are made of the colorful external skeletons of millions of living and dead corals.

   Other kinds of animals roam the vast reefs. Manta rays cruise the warm water in search of food. Various crabs hide and wait for their future food to approach them. Schools of colorful fish swim around the coral, also looking for food.

   Thanks to the colorful corals and animals inhabiting the reefs, many are over-visited. Tourists sometimes break off pieces of the reef to bring home. Some even hunt the endangered species that live there. It’s up to us to save the corals. Ultimately, many countries volunteer resources to do so.
Unit 9 The Wonders of Soap
   Soap is a well-known tool for cleaning. It commonly comes in liquid and solid (often bar) forms, in various shapes, sizes, and colors. The most common use for soap is hand-washing in sinks. It is also used for body-washing in showers and baths.

   The secret to soap is its ability to break down different substances. There are two general types of substances. Soap works by sticking to and absorbing both of them.

   Have you heard that oil and water don’t mix? The reason is because water is made up of a different type of substance than oil is. This means that water alone is not able to wash away grease. This is where soap is useful.

   Soap is made up of both types of substances. It breaks up in both oil and water. Because soap breaks down in both types of liquids, it is ideal. It gets rid of substances that water alone cannot pass through, like dirt. It acts as a necessary bridge between the two substances. It gets them to stick to each other. This way, water can wash away dirt.
Unit 10 Space Shuttles and the Atmosphere
    Space shuttles often have to reenter Earth’s atmosphere. When they do, it is comparable to traveling through a vacuum cleaner. Gravity, the earth’s vacuum cleaner, tries to pull the shuttle toward the earth. A strong vacuum cleaner pulls objects quicker than a weaker one. The space shuttle has to enter Earth’s atmosphere at a safe speed. If it doesn’t, it will crash into the ocean. The shuttle must be more powerful than the strength of gravity. How does the space shuttle do this?

   The shuttle uses the air around it to overcome the strength of gravity. As the shuttle enters Earth’s atmosphere, air touches the outside of it. This creates a force called friction. There is a special name for this friction— drag. The drag on the shuttle weakens the gravity’s strength. It works to slow down the speed of the shuttle. The slower speed ensures that the shuttle can enter Earth’s atmosphere safely.
Unit 11 The Legacy of Thomas Paine on Democracy
    Democracy is the idea that the political power of a country should be shared. The idea of democracy has been around for thousands of years. Modern democracy, though, is much newer. Thomas Paine was important in its development.

   Thomas Paine was born in England in 1737. He was unhappy with the different jobs he had. He was often fired. Finally, Paine decided to leave England. He went to America. 

   Paine arrived in Philadelphia in November 1774. He almost didn’t survive the journey. He spent many weeks recovering from a serious illness. Soon, Paine was better and able to work. He worked as a writer and an editor at a newspaper. Paine’s words reached many people. Those people were trying to change how things were. His words convinced people to fight for what they believed in. The American and French Revolutions were fought because of them.

   Thomas Paine’s words were like matches. With his words, he lit the fires of people’s imaginations. His words helped to change the world.
Unit 12 The Story of the Printing Press
    The printing press absolutely changed the way contemporary books were copied. It was invented in the mid-1400s by Johannes Gutenberg. Gutenberg was actually a goldsmith and printer from Germany.

   Before the printing press was invented, books were copied by hand. This took a long time. It made it hard to get a book. Gutenberg borrowed money from his brother-in-law. He wanted to make an efficient printing press device. It was hand-operated. It worked by rolling ink over block letters onto paper. The printing press allowed books to be produced in large numbers. When books became easier to print, they also became cheaper. This meant that more people could afford books.

   The first book released was the Gutenberg Bible. Every copy of this Bible was sold. Still, Gutenberg did not become rich from the printing press. He did not advertise it well. As years went by, changes were made to it. Today, books can be printed in even larger numbers. This is how libraries and bookstores can be full of books.
Unit 13 Michael Bloomberg: Billionaire and Mayor of NYC
    Michael Bloomberg is the 108th mayor of New York City. He is also a successful businessman and billionaire. But Bloomberg’s life wasn’t always so grand.

   Bloomberg was born in Boston in 1942. His parents worked for a large, efficient dairy company. They weren’t rich, but they educated him with the value of hard work. They taught him not to give up, even in difficult times. Over the years, these lessons helped Bloomberg succeed.

   In 1981, Bloomberg was committed to working for a successful Wall Street company. Then, he lost his job. But Bloomberg didn’t give up. Instead, he started a new company called Bloomberg L.P. Bloomberg L.P. provides business news to customers worldwide. It earns billions of dollars every year.

   Bloomberg did not stop there, though. In 2001, he became the mayor of New York City. As mayor, he works to reduce poverty and crime. He supports education and job creation. For years, Bloomberg worked hard for his own success. Now he works hard to help others succeed, too.
Unit 14 The Story of Queen Victoria 
    Queen Victoria was the Queen of England from 1837 to 1901. She was born in London, England on May 24, 1819. She became queen at the age of 18.

   Queen Victoria was very popular with the people. While she was queen, the United Kingdom became steadily larger. In 1876, she was even made the high ruler of India. However, the queen was lucky to live in a time when there were many changes. Some were being made in the fields of science and health. Even the way people got around was changing. Ultimately, she helped people to raise their sense of social duty. They also began to care more about others.

   People think of traditional things when they think of the Victorian time. But, it was filled with many changes and new ways of thinking. There was more democracy and rights for women. People began to wonder why things were one way or another. It was an age of great progress.
Unit 15 On the Move
   What is the most beautiful animal you can think of? A cat? A dog? A rabbit? If you were a Bedouin in Saudi Arabia, your answer might be a camel. The Arabic word for camel is jamal. It is also the Arabic word for beautiful.

   Bedouins are nomads who live in the Saudi Arabian desert. They move from place to place in search of food. They also seek fresh fields for their animals. When they find a place to camp, they set up tents. The tents are usually made of animal skins and can be taken down and moved again.

   The Bedouins travel in caravans with long rows of camels. The eager and helpful camels carry all of the Bedouins’ things. These camels are capable of carrying about 200 pounds while walking 20 miles a day. They can walk for a considerable number of days without food or water.

   So, what is the most beautiful animal? For Bedouins, no other animal can compare to their efficient and dutiful camels.
Unit 16 French Food
    Did you know that French food first came from Italy? In the 1540s, Catherine de Medici, an Italian princess, moved to France. She married a man who would eventually become king. At the time, France was not known for good food. In fact, spices were often used to change the taste of food that had spoiled.

   Catherine changed the way people thought about food. She brought distinguished chefs from Italy to France. She turned cooking into a formal art. People started the custom of serving foods one at a time. These were called courses. The recipes being used were complicated, and food took hours, or even days, to prepare. Chefs created interesting dishes, using ingredients like frog legs, fattened goose livers, or even snails! Fine food was frequently paired with excellent wine.

   Today, French food can be as simple as fresh bread and cheese. It can also take hours to prepare and eat. However, it usually uses fresh, local ingredients. These dishes are always meant to be enjoyed slowly.

Unit 17 Wolves on the Hunt
     For a wolf, life is admittedly difficult. Wolves hunt large animals such as moose and deer. These animals are big enough to seriously harm a single wolf. That is why wolves hunt in groups called packs. Packs are able to use a number of different hunting techniques.

   Testing helps wolves identify a weak animal. Weaker animals are easier to kill. To test the animal they want to eat, wolves rush toward it. If the animal appears to be strong, the pack will retreat and test another. The pack may test several animals before deciding to attack.

   Additionally, planning plays a role in the attack. Members of the pack may hide to catch their prey by surprise. Wolves sometimes take turns running so other members of the pack can rest. Once the prey has gotten tired, the pack closes in for the kill. First, the wolves bite the prey, which causes wounds that weaken it. Once the animal is weak enough, the pack pushes it down.

   Even in a pack, hunting is difficult for wolves. But packs and skillful hunting enable wolves to survive.
Unit 18 Nature Is Everywhere
    In a city, you can see so many things. Most have been manufactured or built by people, including all the massive buildings, roads, and bridges. But the trees, insects, plants, and sky give the impression that nature is nearby.

   Even in places crowded with people, animals gather everywhere. Squirrels, insects, and birds are easy to see on city streets. But cities throughout the world have their own unique animals. Monkeys run across the streets of Delhi, India. It’s not unusual for wild deer to cause traffic problems on the road to the White House in Washington, DC.

   Look around lakes in a city park to find even more urban animals. Hyde Park in London is famous for its huge swans. But, people should know to be careful. The swans can sometimes attack! In Boston, many ducks raise their families in city parks. These birds even inspired the popular children’s book, Make Way for Ducklings.
Unit 19 Marco Polo Goes to China
    Marco Polo was born in Venice, Italy in 1245. He came from a family of admired traders. At age 17, Marco traveled with his uncle and his father. They made their way to China. The journey there took three and a half years. 

   The Mongol Emperor, Kublai Khan, almost adopted Marco. He did not want Marco to leave. It took Marco 26 years to get back to Italy.
   Before Marco Polo’s travels, most Europeans did not know of the people in the East. They did not know of their customs. Until his return, Europeans had never heard of rice wine, coal, or paper money. 

   After his trip, Marco wrote a book called The Travels of Marco Polo, or A Description of the World. Explorers like Christopher Columbus studied the book when they made their own trips. 

   Marco Polo was a very significant explorer. He was a very good writer. During his trip, he kept detailed notes. He was very open minded. He could describe other cultures without bias. It was Marco Polo who introduced China to Europe.
Unit 20 The Technology of World War I
   World War I was fought in the air, at sea, and on land. Airplanes were frequently used in battle. During World War I, airplanes were actually used for the first time. Some battles were fought between planes high above the ground. The pilots of the airplanes were called aviators. The Red Baron was a famous German aviator.

   Battles were also fought at sea. Submarines were improved in the early 1900s. Nations at war used submarines to fight their enemies. Early radio telegraphs allowed ships and submarines to communicate easily.

   In Europe, battles were fought on land as well. England built the first tanks in 1915. By the war’s end, tanks were widely used. Troops could kill their enemies and protect themselves with tanks.

   Other land battles were fought from within long holes dug in the ground. Barbed wire was commonly used on farms to keep cattle in a field. During the war, it lined the long holes to protect soldiers. Enemy troops often tried to advance across these holes. They would become caught in the wire when they did.
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