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Rule 1     Nouns Ending in Voiceless ConsonantsVoiceless Consonants: Add : Add --ss and pronounce it  and pronounce it 
as [as [ss].]. 191

Plural Ending Plural Ending --s, s, --esesPlural Ending Plural Ending --s, s, --eses

There are There are threethree pronunciation rules for adding suffixes  pronunciation rules for adding suffixes --ss or  or --eses to  to 
make a singular noun plural. To understand the rules, we need to make a singular noun plural. To understand the rules, we need to 
understand the concept of understand the concept of voicedvoiced and  and voicelessvoiceless sounds. sounds.

Listen!Listen!

c, f, k, p, t, gh, ph, thc, f, k, p, t, gh, ph, th

SingularSingular Plural Plural --ss [ [ss]]

ararcc ararccss 

roorooff roorooffss

bibikke e bibikkeess

boobookk boobookkss

corcorkk corcorkkss

larlarkk larlarkkss

APPENDIX
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Plural Ending Plural Ending --s, s, --eses

camcampp camcamppss

cacappee cacappeess

mamapp mamappss

carcartt carcarttss

gagattee gagatteess

hahatt hahattss

huhutt huhuttss

gragraphph gragraphphss

babathth babaththss

moumouthth moumouththss

wreawreathth wreawreaththss
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192

Rule 2     Nouns Ending in Nouns Ending in Voiced ConsonantsVoiced Consonants or  or VowelsVowels: Add : Add --ss and  and 
pronounce it as [pronounce it as [zz]. ]. 

b, d, g, l, m, n, vb, d, g, l, m, n, v

SingularSingular Plural Plural --ss [ [zz]]

bibibb bibibbss

cacabb cacabbss

bebedd bebeddss

babagg babaggss

bubugg bubuggss

kekegg kekeggss

girgirll girgirllss

wawallll wawallllss

atoatomm atoatommss

fraframmee fraframmeess
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fafann fafannss

oliolivvee oliolivveess

vowelsvowels

SingularSingular Plural Plural --ss [ [zz]]

bbayay bbayayss

bbearear bbearearss

bbeeee bbeeeess

ppeereer ppeereerss

rulrulerer rulrulererss

ppieie ppieiess

bboaroar bboaroarss

bboyoy bboyoyss

ttoyoy ttoyoyss

Plural Ending Plural Ending --s, s, --eses
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Rule 3    Nouns with Special Endings: When ending in   Nouns with Special Endings: When ending in --ss,  ,  --ssss, , --shsh, , --chch, or , or 

--xx, we usually add , we usually add --eses and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [IIzz]. When ending in 

--gege, or , or --cece, we usually add , we usually add --ss and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [IIzz].]. 193

s, ss, sh, ch s, ss, sh, ch and and xx ++ eses

SingularSingular Plural Plural --ss [ [IIzz]]

bubuss bubusseses

lotulotuss lotulotusseses

dredressss dredresssseses

glaglassss glaglasssseses

brubrushsh brubrushsheses

bubushsh bubushsheses

benbenchch benbenchcheses
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watwatchch watwatchcheses

boboxx boboxxeses

fofoxx fofoxxeses

gege and  and cece ++ ss

SingularSingular Plural Plural eess [ [IIzz]]

cacagege cacagegess

corsacorsagege corsacorsagegess

garagaragege garagaragegess

fafacece fafacecess

sausaucece sausaucecess

Plural Ending Plural Ending --s, s, --eses
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In other cases, if nouns end in In other cases, if nouns end in --f f / / --fefe or  or --yy (consonant  (consonant ++yy), we need to 

drop drop -f-f, , -fe-fe or  or --yy, add , add --vves es or or --iieses and pronounce it as [ and pronounce it as [zz] or [] or [IIzz].]. 195

SC    Nouns with Special Spellings:  Nouns with Special Spellings:

In some cases, if nouns end in In some cases, if nouns end in --zz, we need to double the letter , we need to double the letter zz,  add ,  add 

--eses, and pronunce it as [, and pronunce it as [IIzz].]. 194

SingularSingular Plural Plural --eses [ [IIzz]]

whiwhizz whiwhizzzzeses

quiquizz quiquizzzzeses

SingularSingular Plural Plural --eses [ [zz] ] --iieses [ [IIzz]]

lealeaff lealeavveses

wolwolff wolwolvveses

kniknifefe kniknivveses

citcityy citcitiieses
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 If nouns end in --oo, we usually add , we usually add --eses and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [zz].]. 196

SingularSingular Plural Plural --eses [ [zz]]

potatpotatoo potatpotatooeses

tomattomatoo tomattomatooeses

pupppuppyy pupppuppiieses

Plural Ending Plural Ending --s, s, --eses
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Third Person Singular Verb in Simple Present TenseThird Person Singular Verb in Simple Present Tense
APPENDIX
Third Person Singular Verb in Simple Present TenseThird Person Singular Verb in Simple Present Tense

There are There are threethree pronunciation rules for adding suffixes  pronunciation rules for adding suffixes --ss or  or eses to  to 
conjugate the verb (conjugate the verb (33rdrd person singular) in simple present tense. person singular) in simple present tense.
To understand the rules, we need to understand the concept of To understand the rules, we need to understand the concept of 
voicedvoiced and  and voicelessvoiceless sounds. sounds.

Rule 1     Verbs Ending inVerbs Ending in Voiceless Consonants Voiceless Consonants: Add : Add --ss and pronounce it  and pronounce it 
as [as [ss].].

c, f, k, p, t, gh, and phc, f, k, p, t, gh, and ph

VerbsVerbs 33rdrd Person Singular Verbs  Person Singular Verbs --ss [ [ss]]

picnipicnicc He picniHe picniccss

barbarff He barHe barffss

hihikkee He hiHe hikkeess

sleesleepp He sleeHe sleeppss

shoushoutt She shouShe shouttss

sweasweatt He sweaHe sweattss

197
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Third Person Singular Verb in Simple Present TenseThird Person Singular Verb in Simple Present Tense

coucoughgh She couShe coughghss

laulaughgh He lauHe laughghss

autograautographph He autograHe autographphss
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198

Rule 2   Verbs Ending in  Verbs Ending in Voiced Consonants Voiced Consonants or  or VowelsVowels: Add : Add --ss and  and 
pronounce it as [pronounce it as [zz].].

b, d, g, l, m, n, vb, d, g, l, m, n, v

VerbsVerbs 33rdrd Person Singular Verbs  Person Singular Verbs --ss [ [zz]]

scruscrubb He scruHe scrubbss

finfindd He finHe finddss

bebegg He beHe beggss

cacallll He caHe callllss

pupullll He puHe pullllss

zoozoomm He zooHe zoommss

yawyawnn He yawHe yawnnss

wawavve e He waHe wavveess

owow
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Third Person Singular Verb in Simple Present TenseThird Person Singular Verb in Simple Present Tense

vowelsvowels

VerbsVerbs 33rdrd Person Singular Verbs  Person Singular Verbs --ss [ [zz]]

plplayay She plShe playayss

drdrawaw She drShe drawawss

wwearear He wHe wearearss

blblowow She blShe blowowss

enjenjoyoy She enjShe enjoyoyss
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199

ss, sh, ch, x, zz ss, sh, ch, x, zz ++eses

VerbsVerbs

kikissss He kiHe kisssseses

pupushsh She puShe pushsheses

pipitchtch He piHe pitchtcheses

mimixx He miHe mixxeses

bubuzzzz It buIt buzzzzeses

ce, ge, se, ze ce, ge, se, ze ++ss

VerbsVerbs

raracece He raHe racecess

arranarrangege She arranShe arrangegess

Rule 3   Verbs with Special Endings: When verbs end in   Verbs with Special Endings: When verbs end in --ssss, , --shsh, , --chch, , --xx or  or 

--zzzz, we usually add , we usually add --eses and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [IIzz]. When ending in ]. When ending in --cece, , 

--gege, , --sese or or --zeze, we usually add , we usually add --ss and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [IIzz].].

33rdrd  Person Singular Verbs  Person Singular Verbs --eess  [  [IIzz]]

33rdrd Person Singular Verbs  Person Singular Verbs ++eses [ [IIzz]]
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Third Person Singular Verb in Simple Present TenseThird Person Singular Verb in Simple Present Tense

200

cloclosese He cloHe closesess

realirealizeze She realiShe realizezess

SC  Verbs with Special Spellings: In some cases, if verbs end in  Verbs with Special Spellings: In some cases, if verbs end in ––y y 

(consonant (consonant ++y)y), we need to drop the , we need to drop the ––yy, add , add ––iieses and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [IIzz]. ]. 

If verbs end in If verbs end in ––oo, we usually add , we usually add ––eses and pronunce it as [ and pronunce it as [zz].].

SingularSingular
33rdrd Person Singular Verbs Person Singular Verbs

iieses [ [IIzz] ] eses [ [zz]]

studstudyy He studHe studiieses

vetvetoo He vetHe vetooeses
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